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I, In Syria, Communist-supported Gov't candidates won three out of
the four parliamentary seats in the 4-5 May by-electionws,

A, Gov't victory was brought about by manipulation of slectora:
machinery, plus Soviet fimancilal support. Among tactics
enployed by the government were:

k. Turaning away of rightist veters from polling places on
grounds not “registered”,

2. Deletiou of rightists' names from election lists,

3. Use of police and army to campaign, distribute lefiist

propaganda, intimidate and even kidaep rightist voters,
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4. Use of Gov't and Army vehicles to bring leftist voters
to polla,

&, Baying of votes and multiple~voting with falme identity
exrds,

Electlion results illustrate both exteat of leftist control

of Syria and future patiern of leftist action-~futimidation,

pressure, sanipulation,

1., Opposition forces disheartensd, but returns may stimulate
conservative officer group im Army to halt further loss
of their influence.

2. "Becond-round” trmusfers of leftist-oriented officers to
iess influential posts has reportedly begun,

3. Transfer of conservative Geaeral Daghestani (former larseli
froat commander) to command of key Damascus & Qatann
garrisona may be indicative of future conservative strategy.

¥ennwhile, lefiists reportedly pressing for restoration of

martial law in four voting districts -« primsrily to muszle
unfriendly Damasous prese,

Ebalid Bakhdash, Syrian Communist leader, in a meeting with

isftists {ivcluding Col, Barra}, head of army intelligence),

insisted that oil pipelines smst de cut &f the events in

Byria follow the course of those in Jordan,

i. REeld such setion would be effective retaliation against
¥, BSaudis,

&, Bakhdash and Sarraj threat camnot be discounted,
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X1, In Isveel, Goy't plans to send ships to test transit rights in
Suer Canal and Agaba.

A,

B,

c,

Bon-Isrzell vesssls continue to pass the Straita en route to
Eilat deaspite Arab protests and Ssudi threats to shoot.
1., On 4 May, the Eern Hills made its second call at Eilat

with & carge of Iranian oil,

2., A smaall Italian freighter has also made the trip withont
trouble,

A test of Aqaba waters by an Isvrasli flag-vessel appears to

be drawing closer,

1. Omne lsraeli vessel--the Atlit--is on its way around the
Cape of Good Hope Reading for Eilat,

2. [« 2tiit is expected to start the
final pert of its trip from Djibouti to Eilsat about
28 My, escorted dy Isrseli warehips.,

3. The Isrselis have two frigates in the gulf, snd recently
trucked two new NIB's overlaad to Eilat,
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i1. In Syrin, leftints wom 3 OFf 4 Dy-elections, with variety of dirty
work st pelils.
2. Disappointed conservatives now tryiag to siresgthesn position
in Army.
B. Leftisis trying to mum

1e eritical press by reisstituties of

mertial iaw.
1. Bakbdash, Commie leader, iasisting pipelines (including
TAPline) must bo Llown in event of wuccessfal rightist
eoup. HSsrraj--whe blaw IPC ligee last time, Agrees.
FIX. In lswrsel, plani (6 tost Zunesn, Aguba passope rights may mature aoon.

zac .

B. Israeli-flag itlit, sow roundiang Africs, could make Agquba test

as m06a & 19 Eay. ;

1. Hsporiedly wiil be escorted by Isrssli saval umits.
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